
Voting Rights
Pertinent sections from the Oregon Constitution

Article IV
Section 1. Legislative power; initiative and referendum. (1) The legislative power of the state, except for the
initiative and referendum powers reserved to the people, is vested in a Legislative Assembly, consisting of a Senate and
a House of Representatives.
          (2)(a) The people reserve to themselves the initiative power, which is to propose laws and amendments to the
Constitution and enact or reject them at an election independently of the Legislative Assembly.
          (b) An initiative law may be proposed only by a petition signed by a number of qualified voters equal to six
percent of the total number of votes cast for all candidates for Governor at the election at which a Governor was elected
for a term of four years next preceding the filing of the petition.
          (c) An initiative amendment to the Constitution may be proposed only by a petition signed by a number of
qualified voters equal to eight percent of the total number of votes cast for all candidates for Governor at the election at
which a Governor was elected for a term of four years next preceding the filing of the petition.
          (d) An initiative petition shall include the full text of the proposed law or amendment to the Constitution. A
proposed law or amendment to the Constitution shall embrace one subject only and matters properly connected
therewith.
          (e) An initiative petition shall be filed not less than four months before the election at which the proposed law or
amendment to the Constitution is to be voted upon.
          (3)(a) The people reserve to themselves the referendum power, which is to approve or reject at an election any
Act, or part thereof, of the Legislative Assembly that does not become effective earlier than 90 days after the end of the
session at which the Act is passed.
          (b) A referendum on an Act or part thereof may be ordered by a petition signed by a number of qualified voters
equal to four percent of the total number of votes cast for all candidates for Governor at the election at which a
Governor was elected for a term of four years next preceding the filing of the petition. A referendum petition shall be
filed not more than 90 days after the end of the session at which the Act is passed.
          (c) A referendum on an Act may be ordered by the Legislative Assembly by law. Notwithstanding section 15b,
Article V of this Constitution, bills ordering a referendum and bills on which a referendum is ordered are not subject to
veto by the Governor.
          (4)(a) Petitions or orders for the initiative or referendum shall be filed with the Secretary of State. The
Legislative Assembly shall provide by law for the manner in which the Secretary of State shall determine whether a
petition contains the required number of signatures of qualified voters. The Secretary of State shall complete the
verification process within the 30-day period after the last day on which the petition may be filed as provided in
paragraph (e) of subsection (2) or paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of this section.
          (b) Initiative and referendum measures shall be submitted to the people as provided in this section and by law not
inconsistent therewith.
          (c) All elections on initiative and referendum measures shall be held at the regular general elections, unless
otherwise ordered by the Legislative Assembly.
          (d) Notwithstanding section 1, Article XVII of this Constitution, an initiative or referendum measure becomes
effective 30 days after the day on which it is enacted or approved by a majority of the votes cast thereon. A referendum
ordered by petition on a part of an Act does not delay the remainder of the Act from becoming effective.
          (5) The initiative and referendum powers reserved to the people by subsections (2) and (3) of this section are



further reserved to the qualified voters of each municipality and district as to all local, special and municipal legislation
of every character in or for their municipality or district. The manner of exercising those powers shall be provided by
general laws, but cities may provide the manner of exercising those powers as to their municipal legislation. In a city,
not more than 15 percent of the qualified voters may be required to propose legislation by the initiative, and not more
than 10 percent of the qualified voters may be required to order a referendum on legislation. [Created through H.J.R.
16, 1967, and adopted by the people May 28, 1968 (this section adopted in lieu of former sections 1 and 1a of this
Article); Amendment proposed by S.J.R. 27, 1985, and adopted by the people May 20, 1986; Amendment proposed by
S.J.R. 3, 1999, and adopted by the people May 16, 2000]
 
          Note: An initiative petition (Measure No. 62, 1998) proposed adding new sections and a subsection relating to
political campaigns to the Oregon Constitution. Those sections, appearing as sections 24 to 32 of Article II and sections
1 (6), 1b and 1c of Article IV in previous editions of this Constitution, were declared void for not being enacted in
compliance with section 1, Article XVII of this Constitution. See Swett v. Bradbury, 333 Or. 597, 43 P.3d 1094 (2002).
 
          Section 1. Legislative authority vested in assembly; initiative and referendum; style of bills. [Constitution of
1859; Amendment proposed by H.J.R. 1, 1901, and adopted by the people June 2, 1902; Amendment proposed by
S.J.R. 6, 1953, and adopted by the people Nov. 2, 1954; Repeal proposed by H.J.R. 16, 1967, and adopted by the
people May 28, 1968 (present section 1 of this Article adopted in lieu of this section)]
 
          Section 1a. Initiative and referendum on parts of laws and on local, special and municipal laws. [Created
through initiative petition filed Feb. 3, 1906, and adopted by the people June 4, 1906; Repeal proposed by H.J.R. 16,
1967, and adopted by the people May 28, 1968 (present section 1 of this Article adopted in lieu of this section)]
 
          Note: Section 1b as submitted to the people was preceded by the following:
          To protect the integrity of initiative and referendum petitions, the People of Oregon add the following provisions
to the Constitution of the State of Oregon:
 
          Section 1b. Payment for signatures. It shall be unlawful to pay or receive money or other thing of value based
on the number of signatures obtained on an initiative or referendum petition. Nothing herein prohibits payment for
signature gathering which is not based, either directly or indirectly, on the number of signatures obtained. [Created
through initiative petition filed Nov. 7, 2001, and adopted by the people Nov. 5, 2002]
 
          Note: Added as unnumbered section to the Constitution but not to any Article therein by initiative petition
(Measure No. 26, 2002) adopted by the people Nov. 5, 2002.


